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Anthony G. Capuano 
Marriott International 
 
     Anthony Capuano is Marriott’s Group President - Global Development, Design and Operations Services.  He is 
responsible for the global development of all Marriott lodging brands and supervises multiple offices across North 
America, Europe, Asia, the Middle East and Africa.  He also has oversight responsibility for the company’s Global 
Design, and Operations Services departments. 
     Mr. Capuano began his Marriott International career in 1995 as part of the Market Planning and Feasibility team.  
Between 1997 and 2005, he led Marriott’s full service development efforts in the Western U.S. and Canada.  In early 
2008, his responsibilities expanded to include North America, the Caribbean and Latin America.  In 2009, he assumed 
global development responsibility for the Company. 
     Mr. Capuano began his professional career in Laventhol and Horwath’s Boston-based Leisure Time Advisory Group.  
He then joined Kenneth Leventhal and Company’s hospitality consulting group in Los Angeles, CA.   
     Mr. Capuano earned his bachelor’s degree in Hotel Administration from Cornell University.  He is an active member 
of the Cornell Society of Hotelmen and a member of The Cornell School of Hotel Administration Dean’s Advisory Board.  
Mr. Capuano is also a member of the American Hotel and Lodging Association’s IREFAC Council, the Marriott 
International Board of Directors’ Committee for Excellence and the Board of Trustees at the Holton-Arms School. 
 
 

 

Kaunteya Chitnis 
MCR 
 
     Kaunteya Chitnis is Senior Vice President, Acquisitions & Development, of MCR. In this role, he is responsible for 
assisting with the firm’s acquisitions, dispositions, development and capital market activities. 
     Since joining MCR in 2014, Mr. Chitnis has supported the execution of over $1 billion in hotel transaction volume. 
He has helped lead the development of marquee New York City hotel projects including the 60-room The High Line 
Hotel in Manhattan’s Chelsea neighborhood and the 512-room TWA Hotel at John F. Kennedy International Airport. 
     Previously, Mr. Chitnis was a Senior Associate in Ernst & Young’s Transaction Real Estate Group, where he advised 
hospitality and leisure clients on mergers and acquisitions, capital markets and valuation. He began his career as an 
Analyst in Citi’s Institutional Clients Group. 
     Mr. Chitnis is on the Board of Open House New York. He has been named one of Commercial Property Executive’s 
Stars to Watch, New York Real Estate Journal’s Ones to Watch, Hotel Management’s Thirty Under 30 and Commercial 
Observer’s Top 30 Under 30. 
     Mr. Chitnis is a graduate of Cornell University. 
 
 

 

Mark W. Elliott 
Hodges Ward Elliott 
 
     Mark joined Hodges Ward Elliott (“HWE”) in 1983.  HWE has sold more hotels corporately, and Mark has sold more 
hotels than any other individual in the United States.  In the last 28 years, he has personally sold and/or financed over 
1,500 hotels, in excess of 300,000 rooms, with a dollar volume of approximately $53 billion.   
     Mark is a past co-chairman of Industry Real Estate Finance Advisory Council (“IREFAC”), and he is mentioned 
annually as the leading hotel broker by Real Estate Forum magazine and Commercial Property News.  He has written 
articles for Real Estate Finance Journal and authored a chapter in the Hotel Investment Handbook, as well as being 
quoted in the Wall Street Journal as a lodging industry expert.  Mark has been a recipient of the prestigious “Jack A. 
Shaffer Financial Advisor of the Year” award, “C. Everett Johnson” award, and Mark has been a speaker at the Harvard 
Business School. 
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Kellan Florio 
Goldman Sachs 
 
     Kellan Florio is a Managing Director, Global Head of Lodging & Leisure within the Real Estate Investment Banking 
Group at Goldman Sachs. Kellan’s primary responsibilities include advising public and private hospitality, travel and 
leisure companies on mergers, acquisitions, financings and other strategic and financial objectives.  
     Kellan joined Goldman Sachs as an analyst in the Equities Division in 2005 and joined the Real Estate Group in the 
Investment Banking Division in 2007. In 2008, Kellan took a 12-month sabbatical away from Goldman Sachs to pursue 
non-profit work in Africa with Grassroot Soccer and returned to Goldman Sachs as an Associate in the Real Estate 
Group in 2009.  
     Kellan is a graduate of Middlebury College (2005) where he majored in economics and was a member of the alpine 
ski team and varsity soccer team. Kellan serves on the board of South Africa based education non-profit Masinyusane, 
Inc. and lives in New York with his wife and three children. 
 
 

 

JP Ford 
Lodging Econometrics  
 
     JP leads all of the strategic sales initiatives for Lodging Econometrics. He is an industry leading real estate advisory 
specialist with over 30 years of experience providing business development, acquisition and disposition services. 
     JP serves as a trusted advisor to Franchise Companies looking to identify branding opportunities; Ownership and 
Management Groups looking to add real estate assets and management contracts to their portfolios; Lodging Industry 
Vendors seeking to increase product distribution and Wall Street Analysts interested in evaluating hotel development, 
hotel sales transaction trends, and assessing investment potential in hotel companies and markets. 
     JP chairs the committee responsible for gathering nominations and selecting the finalists for the America’s Lodging 
Investment Summit (ALIS) “Development of the Year” awards, which recognizes the most outstanding achievement in 
hotel construction and design in the country. JP is also a committee member of the Caribbean Hotel and Resort 
Investment Summit (CHRIS), which selects the “Development of the Year Award,” in the Caribbean. 
     JP is a speaker at various hotel industry events and conferences and regularly contributes to several lodging real 
estate publications. 
     JP is a Certified Hotel Broker (CHB), a Member of the International Society of Hospitality Consultants (ISHC), and a 
Member of the Board of Trustees for Catholic Charities of New Hampshire. 
 
 

 

Akshay Goyal  
Starwood Capital Group  
 
     Akshay Goyal is a Senior Vice President in the Hotel Acquisitions Group at Starwood Capital Group. In this role, Mr. 
Goyal focuses on sourcing, structuring, underwriting and executing investments in the lodging sector. During his time 
at Starwood, Mr. Goyal has been responsible for various direct real estate asset investments, corporate acquisitions, 
and recapitalizations. Prior to joining Starwood Capital in 2012, Mr. Goyal previously served in the real estate investment 
banking group at Bank of America Merrill Lynch.  
     Mr. Goyal received a B.S. degree in finance and accounting from the University of Maryland, College Park. 
 
 
 
 

 

Jeff Higley 
The BHN Group 
 
     A former journalist who specialized in the hotel industry for 25 years, Jeff Higley has been President of The BHN 
Group since May 2019. 
     He launched Hotel News Now, a division of STR, in September 2008 and The Hotel Data Conference in 2009. 
     Higley began his career in the newspaper industry and worked as a sportswriter for several Midwest newspapers, 
covering everything from high school basketball to the World Series. He moved to business-to-business publishing in 
1995. 
     Higley is a product of Valparaiso University in Indiana and a native of Sandusky, Ohio. 
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Allie Hope 
Virgin Hotels 
 
     Allie is responsible for setting and implementing Virgin Hotels’ global growth strategy. Allie’s primary responsibilities 
include identifying properties in key markets, and structuring transactions that work for Virgin Hotels and our 
Owner/Developer partners. Prior to joining Virgin, Allie worked on acquisitions, dispositions and asset management at 
Sunstone Hotel Investors where she was on a team that completed over $1 billion of hotel transactions. Allie was 
previously a partner at HMR Analytics, a hospitality asset management firm based in California, and a consultant with 
PKF Consulting, one of the top advisory services firms in the hospitality industry. Other experiences include hotel 
operations with Interstate Hotels and Resorts and spa development at Starwood Hotels & Resorts. Allie is a graduate 
of Cornell’s School of Hotel Administration where she received the Dean’s Baccalaureate Service Award, is a guest 
lecturer at Cornell Hotel School Pillsbury Institute for Hospitality Entrepreneurship, Columbia University and NYU, was 
named Southern California Real Estate “Woman of Influence” in 2007, and is the co-chair of the Dean’s Young Advisory 
Board for Cornell Hotel School.  
 
 

 

Kevin Jacobs 
Hilton 
 
     Kevin Jacobs is Chief Financial Officer of Hilton.  He oversees all of the company's finance and real estate functions 
globally.  He joined the company in 2008 as Senior Vice President, Corporate Strategy; was elected Treasurer in 2009; 
was appointed Executive Vice President & Chief of Staff in 2012; and assumed his current role in 2013. 
     Prior to Hilton, Kevin was Senior Vice President, Mergers & Acquisitions and Treasurer of Fairmont Raffles Hotels 
International. While in this role, he was responsible for sourcing, evaluating and executing on potential mergers, 
acquisitions or other strategic corporate transactions and leading the company's corporate strategic and business 
planning efforts. As Treasurer, he oversaw the company's corporate finance and treasury activities globally. 
     Kevin is a member of the Dean’s Advisory Board of the Cornell University School of Hotel Administration, a member 
of the American Hotel & Lodging Association’s Industry Real Estate Financing Advisory Council and Hospitality 
Investment Roundtable, a Trustee and member of the Executive Committee of the Federal City Council, and a Trustee 
of the Holton-Arms School. He also serves on the board of directors of Goodwill of Greater Washington, and is involved 
with several other charitable and civic organizations, including the Colorectal Cancer Alliance and the Trust for the 
National Mall. 
     Kevin is a graduate of the Cornell University School of Hotel Administration. 
 
 

 

Matthew Livian 
Sydell Group 
 
     Matt Livian is a Managing Partner and the Chief Investment Officer of The Sydell Group, an owner, developer and 
manager of unique hotels deeply rooted in their location and architecture.  Sydell Group’s diverse portfolio of award-
winning properties includes NoMad New York, Los Angeles and Las Vegas; the LINE LA, DC and Austin; Freehand 
New York, LA, Miami, and Chicago; The Ned, London; and Park MGM, Las Vegas.  Since April 2011, Matt has lead 
Sydell’s acquisitions efforts and has overseen the acquisition and financing of over $1.5 billion worth of hotel real estate 
in major markets including New York, Los Angeles, Miami and London in addition to overseeing the Company’s 
successful sale of the Freehand brand and real estate portfolio to Queensgate Investments in October 2019.   
     Prior to joining The Sydell Group, Matt served as the Vice President of Acquisitions & Development at the Ian 
Schrager Company from July 2006 through April 2011.  The Ian Schrager Company is an owner, developer and manager 
of hotel & residential projects in gateway cities.  During his tenure, Matt was responsible for all transaction execution, 
origination, coordinating market & property due diligence, financial underwriting and various development initiatives.   
     Matt started his career in the investment banking division at Bear Stearns focusing on mergers, acquisitions and 
financings for real estate, gaming and lodging companies.  Matt graduated Magna Cum Laude from the Wharton School 
of the University of Pennsylvania in 2004 with concentrations in Finance, Accounting and Entrepreneurship.  
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Mike Magrans 
EY 
 
     Mike is a Principal in EY’s New York office and is the Market Segment Leader for Real Estate, Hospitality & 
Construction in the U.S. East Region. Mike has close to 20 years’ experience working with owners, operators, investors, 
developers, and government and tourism agencies who want to grow and improve upon their business platforms.  
     Mike has significant experience conducting asset, market, and commercial diligence for transactions as well as 
feasibility studies involving hospitality and leisure assets. Mike has led commercial diligence engagements related to 
M&A, capitalizations and development projects.  
     Mike has a deep understanding of the key drivers of value creation in real estate and is a seasoned strategic partner 
to organizations (private equity, sovereign wealth, REITs, private partnerships, corporations, developers, and public 
entities) looking to enhance their real estate assets and businesses. He specializes in projects in the lodging, office, 
housing, and retail categories that require growth strategy development, business plan / investment thesis vetting, or 
complex analyses and solution creation.  
     Mike received a BA in Government from the University of Virginia and his MS in real estate development from New 
York University; he currently sits on the Urban Land Institute's’ Travel Trends council.  
 
 

 

Michael Murphy 
First Fidelity Companies 
 
     Mr. Murphy serves as Head of Lodging and Leisure Capital Markets of the First Fidelity Mortgage Corporation. He is 
Chairman of the board of directors of American Hotel Income Properties REIT LP, listed on the Toronto Stock Exchange 
under the symbol HOT.UN. He is a director of Ashford, Inc (AINC) was previously Lead Director of Ashford Hospitality 
Trust, listed on the NYSE under the symbol AHT and a director of Braemar, listed on the NYSE. 
     From 1998 to 2002 Mr. Murphy served as the Senior Vice President and Chief Development Officer of ResortQuest 
International, Inc., a public, NYSE-listed company. Prior to joining ResortQuest, from 1995 to 1997, he was President 
of Footprints International, a company involved in the planning and development of environmentally friendly hotel 
properties. From 1994 to 1996, Mr. Murphy was a Senior Managing Director of Geller & Co., a Chicago-based hotel 
advisory and asset management firm. Prior to that Mr. Murphy was a partner in the real estate investment banking firm 
of Moeckel Murphy & Co and a partner in Metric Partners where he was responsible for all hospitality related real estate 
matters including acquisitions, sales and the company’s investment banking platform. Mr. Murphy served in various 
development roles at Holiday Inns, Inc. from 1973 to 1980.  
     Mr. Murphy has been Co-Chairman of the Industry Real Estate Finance Advisory Council (IREFAC) five times and 
currently serves on the board of the Atlanta Hospitality Alliance and on the Advisory Board of Radical Innovation. He is 
the 2014 recipient of the IREFAC C. Everett Johnson Award. 
 
 

 

Mark Owens 
CBRE 
 
     Mark Owens is an Executive Vice President and the Head of Hospitality Capital Markets for CBRE Hotels. He is 
responsible for the development of the CBRE Hotels Debt & Structured Finance practice and oversees the origination 
and placement of hospitality related transactions, including debt, equity, joint venture equity and transaction sales. 
     Since joining CBRE Mark’s been an integral part in building the team’s production, which exceeded $1.6 billion in 
2018. His recent iconic transactions include the $100+ million W Washington DC, the $250+ million recapitalization of 
the Marriott Aruba, and the nearly $300 million refinancing of a sixteen asset Canadian portfolio. 
     Prior to joining CBRE, Mark ran the hospitality practice at The Ackman-Ziff Real Estate Group, building the team’s 
production to in excess of $1 billion in annual transaction volume. In addition to Ackman-Ziff, Mark was a vice president 
at Sonnenblick Goldman where he closed $3 billion in transactions representing a variety of institutional and 
opportunistic investors as well as ownership/management companies and also worked at HVS International in its New 
York office. 
     Mark Owens is a graduate of the Cornell University School of Hotel Administration and is on the advisory board for 
Center for Real Estate Finance at the SC Johnson College of Business. Mark is a frequent guest lecturer at New York 
University’s The Preston Robert Tisch Center for Hospitality, Tourism, and Sports Management. Mark was a founding 
board member of AH&LA’s Under 30 Council and was voted one of Real Estate Weekly’s Rising Stars. Mark is a member 
of the ULI, has spoken at the NYU International Hospitality Investment Conference, the Americas Lodging Investment 
Summit, and the Hunter Hotel Investment Conference; he is also a member of the Cornell Real Estate Council. 
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Gilda Perez-Alvarado 
JLL Hotels & Hospitality  
 
     Gilda Perez-Alvarado is the Chief Executive Officer of JLL Hotels & Hospitality, Americas, where she is responsible 
for investment sales, debt and equity placement, strategic advisory and asset management. Additionally, Gilda leads 
the group’s Global Hotel Desk, a specialized, global team of cross-border investment sales professionals. Previously, 
Gilda served as a Managing Director, focused on full-service investment sales throughout the United States and globally. 
Gilda has coordinated the sale of several high-profile assets including the Montage Beverly Hills, St Regis New York, 
Plaza Hotel in New York, Fairmont Copley Plaza in Boston, St. Regis San Francisco, InterContinental Porto, Waldorf 
Astoria Edinburg, Four Seasons Toronto, and the Silverbirch hotel portfolio in Canada, among others.  
     Gilda also serves as a member of JLL’s Global Capital Markets Advisory Group and on the Global Advisory Board 
of Qiddiya. In January 2016, she became the recipient of the Jack A. Shaffer Financial Advisor of the year award at the 
Americas Lodging Investment Summit. Gilda is also an active member of the Industry Real Estate Financing Advisory 
Council (IREFAC). 
     Gilda received her Bachelor of Science degree from the Cornell School of Hotel Administration and her Master’s in 
Business Administration from the Instituto de Empresa. 
 
 

 

Chip Rogers 
AHLA 
 
     William “Chip” Rogers joined the American Hotel & Lodging Association (AHLA) as President and CEO in January 
2019. He previously served as the president and CEO of AAHOA, the largest U.S. hotel owners association, from 2014-
2019. 
     Prior to joining the hospitality industry, Chip had a long career as a public servant. He was elected to the Georgia 
General Assembly six times, and was unanimously elected to serve two terms as the Senate Majority Leader. He was 
elected the first national chairman of the Majority Leaders conference and served on the national boards of directors for 
the State Legislative Leaders Foundation, the Community Leaders of America, and the American Legislative Exchange 
Council. 
     Chip earned his undergraduate degree from Georgia Tech and his MBA from Georgia State. 
 
 

 

Neil H. Shah 
Hersha Hospitality  
 
     Neil H. Shah is President and Chief Operating Officer of Hersha Hospitality Trust. Across the last 17 years, Mr. Shah 
has been instrumental in the acquisition, development, and management of over $3 billion of hotel real estate in New 
York, Washington DC, Boston, Philadelphia, Miami, Northern and Southern California, and Seattle. Mr. Shah serves on 
the Board of Trustees for the National Constitution Center and the Florida 100.  Shah is former chairman of the 
Institutional Real Estate Finance Advisory Council (IREFAC) of the American Hotel & Lodging Association. He is a 
research sponsor at the Wharton Zell-Lurie Real Estate Center, serves on the Real Estate Board at the University of 
Miami and is a long time member of the Tocqueville Society of the United Way. Shah is also a founding partner and 
director at HHM, one of the leading independent hotel operators in the United States. 
     Prior to Hersha, Shah served as a director and consultant with The Advisory Board Company and the Corporate 
Executive Board, strategy research firms based in Washington, DC. Shah earned a Bachelor of Arts in political science 
and a Bachelor of Science in management, both with honors, from the University of Pennsylvania and The Wharton 
School of Business. He earned his MBA from Harvard Business School. 
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Hannah Smith 
STR 
 
     Hannah Smith is a Senior Consultant in the Consulting and Analytics Division of STR (STR, Inc.). STR provides 
clients from multiple market sectors with premium, global data benchmarking, analytics, and marketplace insights. STR 
was acquired in October 2019 by CoStar Group, Inc. (NASDAQ: CSGP), the leading provider of commercial real estate 
information, analytics and online marketplaces. 
     As a member of the Consulting and Analytics team for STR, Hannah focuses on providing custom data solutions to 
clients using STR’s extensive database. Projects range from comp set selection and optimization to customized data-
infused dashboards in Excel or Tableau software. She also assists in the production of articles and reports, including 
STR’s Transaction Almanac. Hannah earned her bachelor’s degree from Cornell University’s School of Hotel 
Administration.  
 
 

 

Shafi Syed 
Equinox Hotels 
 
     Shafi Syed is the Global Head Hotel Development at Equinox Hotels, and leads the Group’s expansion based out of 
New York.  
     Equinox Hotels is the only lifestyle/luxury hotel brand in the ‘fitness and high-performance living’ hotel segment- part 
of a $4.3 trillion wellness industry. A natural extension of the cult fitness chain Equinox, the hotel brand differentiates 
itself through high-energy social spaces, celebrity restauranteur driven F&B/Nightlife, and the highly aspirational 
Equinox health club among other signature elements. With planned openings in L.A, San Francisco, Chicago, Santa 
Clara, Houston and Boston and active discussions in London, Rome, Singapore, Tokyo, Dubai and more…, our vision 
is to present Equinox Hotels to key gateway cities and resorts globally.  
     Shafi brings over 30 years of experience in global investment, strategic development and brand expansion for luxury 
lifestyle hotels, branded real estate, F&B and entertainment. Prior to joining Equinox, he held CDO positions at Jumeirah 
and Caesars Entertainment and various executive development roles at Wyndham and Taj Hotels. Shafi is a graduate 
of the Institute of Hotel Management, Bangalore and holds an Advanced Certification in Real Estate & Hotel Investments 
from Cornell University, New York. He has lived and worked in the US, Asia, Europe and the Middle East. 
 
 

 

Croft Young 
Morgan Stanley 
 
Croft Young is a Managing Director of Morgan Stanley based in New York. Croft joined the Firm’s IBD Associate Pool 
in New York in 2009.  In 2010, Croft moved to the Real Estate, Gaming and Lodging Investment Banking Group in 2010, 
where he sits today. He was named Vice President in 2013, Executive Director in 2016 and Managing Director in 2020. 
Previously, Croft served in the United States Marine Corps from 2002 until 2006, and has remained in the reserves 
since. Croft earned both an MBA (Kenan-Flagler Business School) and B.A. from the University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill. He resides in Manhattan with his wife, Amy, and their two children. 
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Greg Friedman 
Peachtree Hotel Group 
 
     Mr. Friedman is the Chief Executive Officer of Peachtree Hotel Group and has more than 20 years of hospitality 
experience with an emphasis on deal-structure and financing.  Mr. Friedman has successfully led Peachtree Hotel 
Group in more than $3.5 billion in hotel acquisitions, investments and development since cofounding the company.  He 
formerly was senior vice president of business development for Specialty Finance Group, LLC (“Specialty Finance 
Group”), a direct lender providing hotel first mortgage and FF&E financing, where he originated more than $2 billion of 
hotel debt.  Previously, Mr. Friedman was vice president of business development for GMAC Commercial Mortgage – 
Asset-Backed Lending Division.  During his six-year tenure, he originated, closed and funded more than 300 hospitality 
FF&E financing transactions with an aggregate capital structure exceeding $10 billion.  Mr. Friedman holds a Bachelor 
of Arts in Biology from the University of Texas at Austin. 
 
 

 

Jeff Higley 
The BHN Group 
 
     A former journalist who specialized in the hotel industry for 25 years, Jeff Higley has been President of The BHN 
Group since May 2019. 
     He launched Hotel News Now, a division of STR, in September 2008 and The Hotel Data Conference in 2009. 
     Higley began his career in the newspaper industry and worked as a sportswriter for several Midwest newspapers, 
covering everything from high school basketball to the World Series. He moved to business-to-business publishing in 
1995. 
     Higley is a product of Valparaiso University in Indiana and a native of Sandusky, Ohio. 
 
 
 

 

Amanda Hite 
STR 
 
     Amanda W. Hite, STR’s president since 2011, oversees the company’s business activities and overall direction. 
     Under Hite’s leadership, STR has experienced substantial growth in its global presence, client base, data coverage 
and revenue. Her time with the company has also resulted in several significant milestones, including the 2016 
unification of STR’s global brands, and the implementation of a number of key industry deliverables. Additionally, Hite 
led STR through the company’s acquisition by CoStar Group (NASDAQ: CSGP) in late 2019. 
     Hite is a member of the Board of Directors of the American Hotel & Lodging Association, the U.S. Travel Association, 
the Executive Council of Women in Lodging, and the Board of Directors of Forward Sumner Economic Partnership. She 
also serves as a member of the Travel and Tourism Advisory Council for the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta and on 
the Industry Advisory Board of the Hotel and Restaurant Management Program at Auburn University. 
     Prior to joining STR in 2006, Hite was the Director of Research for the Nashville Area Chamber of Commerce. 
     She is a graduate of Birmingham-Southern College with a B.S. in Business Administration. She resides in 
Hendersonville, TN, with her husband and two children. 
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Biran Patel 
AAHOA 
 
     Biran Patel is the Chairman of AAHOA. He has been an active member of the association since 2003. He first served 
as an Ambassador and then was elected to the Board of Directors as the Regional Director for North Texas. He was 
elected as AAHOA Secretary in 2017. 
     Biran is a native of Birmingham, England and a second-generation hotelier. His family moved to Austin, Texas in 
1980 and purchased a small independent property before settling in Dallas. They owned and operated the 8th Street 
Motel which served as both a place of business and a home for his family as the business grew. 
     Biran’s education in the hospitality industry began as a youth helping out at his family’s hotel after school and on 
weekends. From checking in guests and doing laundry to sweeping the parking lot and refilling vending machines, he 
learned the industry from the ground up. 
     Today, Biran owns and operates multiple branded and independent hotel properties and is also a partner in BHP 
Investments Company. He is a graduate of the University of Texas and holds a B.S. in finance. He currently resides in 
Dallas, Texas with his wife, Poonam, and their two children. 
 
 

 

Tracy Prigmore 
TLTSolutions 
 
     Tracy L. Prigmore is the Founder of TLTsolutions, a real estate investment and development firm that provides 
unparalleled access and insight to alternative investments. Tracy’s mission is to empower people to build generational 
wealth, and through TLTsolutions she creates opportunities for individuals, families and entities to obtain passive income 
by investing in residential, multifamily and hospitality projects. 
     As the sponsor for real estate investments, Tracy works with property management to maximize the value of each 
asset. She has a sterling record of bringing real estate ventures to life and maximizing their financial performance 
through sound asset management, as well as disciplined investment and renovation strategies. Currently, TLTsolutions 
has multi-million dollar portfolio of real estate assets under management in four states. With the firm’s launch of its first 
Fund focused on hotel properties; TLTsolutions is actively pursuing acquisitions that will more than double its portfolio. 
     Tracy is the creator of She Has A Deal, a hotel pitch competition designed to create new pathways to hotel ownership 
and development for women. 
     Prior to entering real estate development, Tracy spent 25 years as a healthcare executive and held senior leadership 
roles in strategic planning, business development and operations for three of the nation’s largest healthcare systems. 
     Tracy resides in northern Virginia with her husband Derrick and their 8-year old son Noah. 
 
 

 

Chip Rogers 
AHLA 
 
     William “Chip” Rogers joined the American Hotel & Lodging Association (AHLA) as President and CEO in January 
2019. He previously served as the president and CEO of AAHOA, the largest U.S. hotel owners association, from 2014-
2019. 
     Prior to joining the hospitality industry, Chip had a long career as a public servant. He was elected to the Georgia 
General Assembly six times, and was unanimously elected to serve two terms as the Senate Majority Leader. He was 
elected the first national chairman of the Majority Leaders conference and served on the national boards of directors for 
the State Legislative Leaders Foundation, the Community Leaders of America, and the American Legislative Exchange 
Council. 
     Chip earned his undergraduate degree from Georgia Tech and his MBA from Georgia State. 
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John Russell  
RLH Corporation  
 
     John J. Russell, Jr. joined RLH as Interim Chief Executive Officer in December 2019. Mr. Russell is an expert on 
hotel brand growth with 40 years of hospitality experience including a proven history of growing franchise sales. He was 
most recently President and Chief Operating Officer with Sentry Hospitality. His responsibilities included overseeing 
operations, finance and marketing for resorts, lifestyle hotels and executive conference centers.  Additional positions 
held during his successful career include Chairman and CEO or Senior Executive for companies including ITT Sheraton, 
Days Inn of America, Carlson Companies, Benchmark Hospitality, HFS, Cendant, RCI, Yesawich, Pepperdine, Brown 
and Russell (Partner), NYLO Hotels, MODO Hotels and CampusBrands. Mr. Russell has proven to be a successful 
brand builder and innovator of new brands such as Wingate Inns, NYLO and XP by NYLO, and MODO Hotels, and led 
the accelerated growth of legacy brands such as Days Inn, Ramada, Howard Johnson and Super 8.  He was also CEO 
for three hotel management companies including Days Inns Management Company, Colony Hotels and Resorts, and 
NYLO Hotels.  Mr. Russell served as Chairman of the American Hotel and Lodging Association along with serving two 
terms as President of the Hospitality Sales Marketing Association.  Mr. Russell is a graduate of West Point, United 
States Military Academy. 
 
 

 

Cecil Staton 
AAHOA 
 
     Cecil Staton serves as president and CEO of AAHOA, the world's largest hotel owners association. Prior to joining 
AAHOA in 2019, Cecil's career included the entrepreneurial launch of several successful businesses, a decade as a 
Senator in the Georgia State Senate, and executive leadership and teaching positions in higher education. Cecil's 
private sector endeavors include founding two publishing companies that brought two New York Times Best Sellers to 
print. Cecil also founded Georgia Eagle Media, Inc. which owned several radio stations and a newspaper. Georgia 
voters elected Cecil to five terms in the Georgia Senate where he rose to leadership including two terms as Majority 
Whip, the third-highest ranking leadership position in the Senate. Most recently, Cecil served as the 11th Chancellor of 
East Carolina University, where he also served as a tenured professor. 
     Cecil serves on the boards of the U.S. Travel Association and the California Hotel and Lodging Association as well 
as the Center for Hospitality Research Advisory Council and the ALEC Private Sector Advisory Council. 
     Cecil holds a D.Phil from Oxford University and an undergraduate degree from Furman University. 
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Billy L. Brown 
LodgeCap, Inc. 
 
     Billy L. Brown has been developing commercial real estate projects across the United States since the early 1970’s.  
The emphasis has been working closely with franchisers as a developer/landlord for their franchisees.  Brown began 
developing hospitality in the mid-1990’s and exclusively since the late 1990’s.  By focusing on upper range select service 
hotels and using institutional grade third party management he has generally replicated the hands off, landlord approach 
to the hospitality industry. Brown has been involved in the development of more than one hundred hotel projects across 
the U.S.   
     Brown maintains a close and mutually beneficial relationship with the brands that he develops.  He believes that the 
brands bring a great deal of experience to the table and his job is to strategically apply those lessons learned to his 
hotels.  Brown has been on the Starwood Hotel and Resorts Owner’s Advisory Board since 2007.  He was awarded the 
Developer of the Year award by Starwood in 2009.  He is currently on the Marriott Franchise Advisory Council for various 
select service hotels.  He is a regular panelist/speaker at hospitality events such as the Lodging Conference and the 
ALIS Conference. He has been on the ALIS Planning Committee for several years.  Brown has developed several LEED 
certified hotel projects including the first LEED certified new construction hotel in Colorado (LEED Silver) and the first 
new construction in Texas (also LEED Silver).  
 
 
 

 

Mathew T. Crosswy 
Stonehill  
 
     Mathew leads Stonehill Strategic Capital’s efforts in sourcing and underwriting new credit opportunities, while 
continuing to build and maintain existing relationships with investors and borrowers. 
     Prior to heading Stonehill Strategic Capital, Mathew was responsible for sourcing, negotiating and financing hotel 
investment opportunities for Peachtree Hotel Group. He served as a liaison for debt relationships across all types of 
financial and equity market participants. Since joining Peachtree Hotel Group, he has sourced, arranged and placed 
over $600 million in deals. 
     Mathew began his career with Greystone Financial in their CMBS Group consulting with B-Piece Investors to 
securitize their multi-billion dollar portfolios. He later went on to join Specialty Finance Group (“SFG”) where he 
enhanced his knowledge of the hospitality industry by underwriting complex hospitality construction and takeout loans 
ranging in size from $5 to $75 million. At the end of his tenure with SFG, Mathew asset managed a $1.8 billion portfolio. 
     Mathew earned his business administration degree in real estate finance from the University of Georgia. 
 
 
 

 

Sloan Dean 
Remington 
 
     Joined Remington in January 2018 as COO, and was promoted to CEO and President in January 2020. Prior to 
leading Remington, Sloan was with Ashford for the 5 years prior as SVP of Underwriting & Revenue Optimization.  
Helped slogan Remington as “The Place Where Passionate People Thrive” in 2019.  
     Prior to Remington & Ashford, Sloan held Vice President of Business Development & Acquisitions, Vice President 
of Sales & Marketing, Senior Vice President of Revenue & Market Strategy, Corporate Director of Revenue 
Management, Regional Revenue Manager and Analyst positions with Interstate Hotels, Alliance Hospitality, Noble 
Investment Group, IHG & Oliver Wyman.   
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Jeff Higley 
The BHN Group 
 
     A former journalist who specialized in the hotel industry for 25 years, Jeff Higley has been President of The BHN 
Group since May 2019. 
     He launched Hotel News Now, a division of STR, in September 2008 and The Hotel Data Conference in 2009. 
     Higley began his career in the newspaper industry and worked as a sportswriter for several Midwest newspapers, 
covering everything from high school basketball to the World Series. He moved to business-to-business publishing in 
1995. 
     Higley is a product of Valparaiso University in Indiana and a native of Sandusky, Ohio. 
 
 
 

 

Emmy Hise 
STR 
 
     Emmy Hise is a Senior Consultant in the Consulting and Analytics division for STR. STR provides clients from 
multiple market sectors with premium, global data benchmarking, analytics and marketplace insights. STR was acquired 
in October 2019 by CoStar Group, Inc. (NASDAQ: CSGP), the leading provider of commercial real estate information, 
analytics and online marketplaces. 
     Emmy has over 13 years of experience in the lodging sector. Ms. Hise spent the first few years of her career working 
in operations. From there, she transitioned to a business development role for nearly 5 years. She worked on the 
disposition side for CBRE Hotels and then transitioned to the acquisition and management contract side for Two Roads 
Hospitality. During this time, she focused on numerous analytic lodging and real estate projects including market studies, 
due diligence, single asset and portfolio transactions, valuations, underwriting, and amenity and facility offerings 
analysis. Her most recent position, prior to joining STR, was Director of Performance Optimization for Two Roads 
Hospitality, who was a leading operator of independent hotels with over 85 properties. In this role, she acted as an in-
house consultant that utilized internal and external data to provide analysis that facilitated decisions impacting 
performance. 
 
 

 

Raul Leal 
Virgin Hotels 
 
     Raul launched Virgin Hotels and is responsible for the company’s overall expansion globally. Virgin Hotels currently 
has three locations open; Chicago, San Francisco and Dallas open. Scheduled openings over the next 14 months 
include, Nashville, New York, Las Vegas, New Orleans and Edinburgh and Miami breaking ground in summer 2020. 
There will be more domestic and international announcements coming in 2020. 
     In a career that spans over 30 years, Raul has held top management positions for Interstate Hotels, Lane Hotels and 
the Continental companies and is one of the few hospitality industry executives that understand both the lifestyle and 
branded hotels segments. In between 1996 and 2010, Raul was President and Partner at Tecton Hospitality which 
owned and operated over 35 full branded hotels and was named a “Preferred Hotel Management Company” by most of 
the major brands. In 2002 he launched Desires Hotels, a management company focused on the growing lifestyle hotel 
segment. Desires Hotels had 20 award winning modern boutique hotels located in urban and resort locations 
domestically and internationally. Desires Hotels was named “Best Management Company of the Year” by Lodging 
Hospitality in 2008. 
     Raul has also served on the Boards for Entrepreneurship and Innovation at Cornell University. 
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Arzu Molubhoy 
Atlantic Hotels  
 
     Arzu is based in Dallas, Texas, and is the CFO of Atlantic Hotels, an owner and operator of a portfolio of hospitality 
assets in Texas. He expertise is within development and acquisitions with focus in capital structures and raising equity. 
Arzu, a graduate of the Cornell University School of Hotel Administration, serves on the Executive Board for Cornell 
University’s Dean’s Council for Young Alumni, is a member of the Franchise Advisory Council for the Board of Marriott 
International, and serves as the Chair of the Emerging Leaders Network Board of Directors for the InterContinental 
Hotels Group. And recently has been appointed to the City of Dallas advisory council for COVID 19 relief.  
 
 
 
 

 

Chip Ohlsson 
Wyndham Hotels & Resorts 
 
     Chip Ohlsson is executive vice president and chief development officer, North America, for Wyndham Hotels & 
Resorts. In this role, he is responsible for the development strategy for Wyndham’s 20 brands across North America, 
identifying and building strategic partnerships to position Wyndham Hotels & Resorts in new markets and to optimize 
its presence in existing markets. 
     Ohlsson is also responsible for strengthening and expanding relationships with owners and key ownership groups 
including real estate investment trusts, developers and financial institutions with hospitality portfolios. Wyndham Hotels 
& Resorts partners with owners to convert high brand awareness into consistent revenue by maintaining a clear brand 
focus and enhancing brand equity to attract the next generation of travelers, creating opportunities for entrepreneurs to 
grow their business.  
     A 26-year veteran of the hospitality industry, Ohlsson brings with him hotel financing and portfolio management 
experience, as well as many established industry relationships. Most recently, Ohlsson served as vice president of North 
American development at Starwood Hotels & Resorts where he was responsible for the development and pipeline 
expansion for the company’s renowned hotel brands.  
     Prior to this, Ohlsson held several leadership positions across the industry including senior vice president, vice 
president and franchise sales director with Cendant/Wyndham. During this time he oversaw sales, business 
development and financial management initiatives and was consistently a top sales producer, earning accolades 
including Vice President of the Year among several other notable awards.  
 
 

 

Rob Palleschi 
G6 Hospitality  
 
     Rob Palleschi is the Chief Executive Officer of G6 Hospitality, the parent company of the iconic Motel 6 brand. G6 
Hospitality owns, manages or franchises almost 1,500 economy lodging hotels under the Motel 6 and Studio 6 brands 
in the United States and Canada, and Hotel 6 brand in India.  As CEO, Rob has restructured the business to separate 
real estate operations from brand/franchise support and is committed to reinvigorating a culture of quality and guest 
service across the enterprise. 
     Rob joined G6 in 2017 as the company’s Chief Development Officer. In this position, he was responsible for leading 
the strategic growth of the enterprise, expanding business partnerships and identifying ways to best leverage the 
company’s successful domestic platform in international markets.   
     A seasoned leader with more than three decades of experience in the hospitality and food & beverage industries, 
Rob has a proven track record of successfully developing and executing global strategies that focus on revenue growth, 
product quality and guest experience.  Prior to joining G6 Hospitality, Rob served as the Chief Executive Officer of TGI 
Fridays and spent twelve years at Hilton Worldwide as global head of full-service brands where he was responsible for 
global growth and brand performance for Hilton Hotels & Resorts, DoubleTree by Hilton, and Curio by Hilton brands.  
     A graduate of Johnson & Wales University, Rob is actively involved in key industry organizations, including AAHOA 
and AHLA. Rob resides in Plano, Texas, with his wife Terri 
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Biran Patel 
AAHOA 
 
     Biran Patel is the Vice Chairman of AAHOA, the voice of America’s hotel owners. He has been an active member of 
the association since 2001 and has served on AAHOA’s board of directors since 2014.  
     A native of Birmingham, England, Biran is a second-generation hotelier who started learning the hospitality business 
as a teenager in the family owned hotel. He earned a B.S. degree in Finance from the University of Texas at Austin.  
     Today, Biran owns and operates multiple branded and independent hotel properties and is also a partner in BHP 
Investment Company.      
     Biran plays an active role in his community and has been involved with the Irving City Chamber of Commerce for the 
past 5 years. He is actively involved in the Leuva Patidar Samaj (LPS) local chapter, SLPS. Biran has also served on 
the board of directors of the Texas Hotel & Lodging Association since 2014.    
     Biran currently resides in Irving, Texas with his wife, Poonam, and their two children.  
 
 

 

Mehul Patel 
NewcrestImage 
 
     Mehul guides the two divisions of Dallas-based NewcrestImage – Investments and Management. The company owns 
and operates 28 distinctive hotels, with another 15 properties under construction or in development.  
     Born in India, Mehul immigrated to the U.S. at age 14 with his parents, brother, and five sisters. While still in high 
school, he and a friend bought a small bulk mailing firm and increased sales five-fold in one year before selling the 
company.  
     At age 17, Mehul and his brother bought their first hotel -- a 46-room independent hotel near Dallas’ Love Field 
Airport where their parents worked. They converted the property into a branded hotel and sold it, then repeated the 
process of renovation, repositioning, and resale with a series of limited-service hotels along interstate highways and in 
college towns.  
     In 2013-2014, Mehul served as the youngest chairman ever of AAHOA. He remains active in industry leadership, 
notably on the brand councils of AC Hotels for Marriott; Hyatt Place and Hyatt House; and Canopy by Hilton. Most 
recently joined as board of directors for American Hotel & Lodging Association. He has served on the La Quinta Brand 
Council and the IHG Owners Association.  
     Mehul earned his undergraduate degree in computer information systems at the University of Texas at Arlington. 
 
 

 

Sima Patel 
Ridgemont Hospitality 
 
     Sima Patel is Co-Founder and CEO of San Francisco BayArea based Ridgemont Hospitality. As a family owned and 
operated company, Ridgemont hospitality’s portfolio consists of both branded and independent boutique hotels. Sima 
is a Passionate Leader, Visionary, and lifelong Entrepreneur with extensive experience in Hospitality operations and 
Hotel Development. 
     Sima is currently serving as a commissioner and immediate past chair of Visit california representing 18000 tourism 
industry partners. She serves as a board member of California chamber of commerce and California state university 
Hospitality and Tourism alliance advisory board. 
     Founder of a nonprofit named Renaissance Foundation working to empower women and is proud of its project 
Saaheli- an Online community for Women with a mission of Empowering women to break social and cultural barriers to 
reach their true potential. Saaheli also does work to support human trafficking survivors. 
     Her Civic Involvement includes Oakland Rotary Club and serving as treasurer of Historic Paramount Theatre in 
Oakland. 
     She is a Recipient of numerous business and leadership awards including AAHOA women Hotelier of Year 2001. 
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Dilip Petigara 
Access Point Financial  
 
     Dilip Petigara brings over 23 years of experience in both the hospitality and finance industries to his role as CEO for 
Access Point Financial. Since joining the company in 2012 from a real estate and capital advisory service firm focused 
on hospitality, he spent seven years in a dual role as Chief Operating Officer and Chief Risk Officer at APF before 
assuming the CEO position in 2019. Prior to his advisory role, Petigara served as Senior Vice President of  Specialty 
Finance Group, where his responsibilities included management of loan operations, internal credit approval, 
closing/funding and asset management with specific focus on support to participations, syndications and reporting to 
warehouse lenders. Previously, he held the position of Assistant Vice President and Senior Underwriter at GMAC 
Commercial Mortgage.  
     Petigara holds a JD, LLM in Tax Law from the University of Miami School of Law, as well as an MBA in Finance from 
Temple University.  
 
 

 

Chip Rogers 
AHLA 
 
     William “Chip” Rogers joined the American Hotel & Lodging Association (AHLA) as President and CEO in January 
2019. He previously served as the president and CEO of AAHOA, the largest U.S. hotel owners association, from 2014-
2019. 
     Prior to joining the hospitality industry, Chip had a long career as a public servant. He was elected to the Georgia 
General Assembly six times, and was unanimously elected to serve two terms as the Senate Majority Leader. He was 
elected the first national chairman of the Majority Leaders conference and served on the national boards of directors for 
the State Legislative Leaders Foundation, the Community Leaders of America, and the American Legislative Exchange 
Council. 
     Chip earned his undergraduate degree from Georgia Tech and his MBA from Georgia State. 
 
 

 

Christopher Ropko 
McNeill Hotel Company 
 
     Mr. Ropko is the Chief Financial Officer of McNeill Hotel Company.  Prior to joining McNeill in 2018, Mr. Ropko served 
as Managing Director at RobertDouglas, where he focused on structuring and raising debt and equity capital for lodging 
and specialty leisure properties, portfolios and companies throughout the Americas in excess of $2.5 
billion.  Immediately prior to RobertDouglas, Mr. Ropko was a Portfolio Manager and Commercial Real Estate Specialist 
at Pacific Investment Management Company (PIMCO).  While at PIMCO, Mr. Ropko sourced and executed investment 
opportunities involving CMBS, performing, sub- and non-performing loan portfolios, mezzanine loans, preferred equity 
and direct equity investments secured by all major property types, including hospitality assets.  Prior to joining PIMCO, 
Mr. Ropko held roles at Goldman Sachs in the Real Estate Principal Investment Area focused on acquisitions and asset 
management almost exclusively in the hospitality sector on behalf of the Whitehall series of private equity funds.  Mr. 
Ropko is a recurring Guest Lecturer at USC’s Marshall School of Business on the topic of hospitality real estate 
finance. He has a Bachelor of Science degree from Cornell University’s School of Hotel Administration. 
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Rajiv Trivedi 
TST Capital 
 
     In June of 2019 Rajiv formed a investment firm called TST Capital and he serves as a Managing Principal. His 
company focuses on investments in real estate, technology, health care, and multifamily. Rajiv brings more than 35 
years of hospitality and real estate experience. Rajiv has many years of experience in brand building, business growth, 
M&A, and public markets including IPO process. 
     Rajiv just recently retired as the President of La Quinta brands in May of 2019. Over 20 years with La Quinta Rajiv 
was instrumental in the growth of the brand from 200+ hotels to nearly 1,000 open hotels and at the time of his departure 
the brand has a pipeline of nearly 250 hotels. During his era he managed La Quinta real estate till 2018 acquisition of 
La Quinta by Wyndham, which was estimated to be worth about $3 Billion. He also led real estate transections of nearly 
a billion dollars. Rajiv was instrumental for acquisitions and sell of brands during his time with the company. Rajiv has 
been recognized multiple time by various publications as top 10 influential leaders of the hospitality industry. 
     Rajiv has served on Children’s Medical Center of Dallas Board of director, and as a Chairman of Real Estate 
Committee for the board from 2014 till 2019.   
     Rajiv brings a great deal of expertise in all aspect of franchising, real estate, design and development, purchasing, 
operations, management, leadership, team building, and company growth.  
 
 

 

Dewey Weaver 
InterMountain Management 
 
     Dewey Weaver's introduction to the hospitality industry began in Emporia, Kansas, in 1966. It was there, at age 11, 
that Dewey would head to the Ramada Inn every day after school, put on an apron, and wash dishes in the hotel 
restaurant until closing. Even during this very early time in his career, Dewey knew that the hospitality industry was one 
he wanted to be a part of. In 1969 Dewey's parents moved the family to Northwest Arkansas, where they purchased a 
motel in Springdale. Growing up in and around the motel, Dewey continued to learn the value of quality and service in 
the industry. He worked every job at the property, from checking-in guests, to cleaning rooms, to servicing the pool. In 
1978, after graduating from the University of Arkansas, Dewey moved with his family to Monroe, Louisiana. It was there 
that Dewey and his father formed InterMountain Management. Monroe would also be the location of Dewey's first 
property purchased without his family's assistance, the Super 8 West Monroe. 
     Initially operating the company out of his mother's spare bedroom, Dewey eventually moved the headquarters to 
Monroe's Tower Drive. In the following years, InterMountain's growth was steady and strong. Marriott first approved 
InterMountain to manage one of their properties in 1994 in Shreveport, and Hilton soon followed suit in 1996, allowing 
management of a Hampton Inn in Ruston. In the years that followed, InterMountain Management would enjoy strong 
relationships with not only Marriott and Hilton, but also IHG, Hyatt, and Starwood.  
     With an intense focus on service and attention to what Dewey often refers to as “a business of a thousand details”, 
InterMountain remains a leader in hospitality management. Their unique owner's perspective allows them to continue 
to drive success for their hotels and partners.  As one of North America's largest hotel management and development 
companies, InterMountain Management specializes in the select-service and extended-stay hotel segments. For over 
35 years, InterMountain Management's dedication to success is proven in the results as a hotel owner, management 
company and hotel developer.  Going well beyond the basic offerings most hotel management companies provide, 
InterMountain offers a wide variety of services, including property management, new-build development, renovation and 
procurement, and much more.  They also employ entire in-house Revenue Management and e-Commerce teams, 
ensuring the hotels they manage are constantly driving and capturing revenue through every available 
channel.  InterMountain currently owns and/or manages approximately 85 premium branded hotels nationwide, with an 
additional 20 in their pipeline. 
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